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February 2019 Issue  

 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
 

Apostolates: 
 

upcoming monthly nursing home visits: 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesday: February 20th, 6:30pm 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursday: February 28th, 6:30pm 
 

 
Karen Nelson – 2/1 

Br John Mary Kaspari – 2/11 
Clare Lewer – 2/16 
Janet Lukesh – 2/24 

Mary Makowski – 3/12 
Chuck Roach – 3/12 
Steve Smith – 3/16 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 

Meetings:  
generally located at Queen of Peace Friary 

1289 Lafond Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
 

February Council Meeting:  
(change of day and location – Anne’s house) 

Sunday, February 17th, 6:30 – 9:00pm 
 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, February 22nd, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Inquiry Group – Ch 7  
“OFS History, Development of the OFS Rule” 

Advanced Group – Ch 12 “A Focus on Jesus” and 
Ch 13 “Encounters with Christ” 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  
Friday, March 1st  

Business meeting – 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Karen 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace – 
7:00pm followed by refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats: Robin, Mary Mak, Helen 
 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, March 3rd   

first half of Ch10 
The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis  

 
 

March Council Meeting: 
Sunday, March 10th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are encouraged to attend 
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MEETING MINUTES - February 1st    
 
Professed Members:  Brenda Berry, Robin Donner, 
Anne Keller, Jeannie Kratzer, Eugene Krentz, Mary 
Makowski, John Rosensteel, Mike Ross, Helen 
Rush, Marlene Skavnak, Steve Smith. 
Affiliate: Debbie Watson. 
Inquirers: Nini Milbrath, Karen Nelson. 
Spiritual Assistant: Br John Mary Kaspari. 
Visitors: Jeremiah Blume, Heidi Giebel, Jerry 
Giebel, Mark Hafner, Br Pio King, Matthew 
Kopacek, Ian Olson, Kin Pitchford. 
 
Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer.  
Mike Ross shared a thoughtful reflection on Article 
15 of the Rule. (See page 3) 
 
The Minutes from the January meeting were 
approved.  
 
Financial Report (Robin): 
 

January Checking Starting Balance:       $1285.71 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace – 1st qtr         -50.00 
Br John Mary – 1st quarter                           -25.00 
Brenda Berry – hospitality expenses           -50.00 
January Common Fund contributions:      +212.00 
Region Fair Share – first half                     -462.00 
January Ending Balance:                           $910.71 
 

Savings Balance:         $467.79 
 

Next month there will be a presentation of the 2019 
budget. 
The financial report was approved. 
 
Member news: Brenda shared updates and prayer 
requests from those who are unable to attend. (See 
page 4) Brenda made blankets for the residents of 
the novice friary. 
 
Formation Report (Jeannie): The January initial 
formation session was cancelled due to the weather. 
The next session will be on Friday, February 22nd.  
Plans are being made for profession in April. 
Jeannie, Brother John Mary and Mary Mak agreed 
to be facilitators for small group discussions this 
evening. 
Study questions for the next Fraternity meeting – 
March 1st (the first part of Chapter 10 of The Perfect 
Joy of Saint Francis) were distributed. 

The Brothers’ report (Brother John Mary):  
• the second group of brothers will go on retreat 

next week at New Melleray Abbey 
• several brothers have moved into the Blessed 

Solanus Casey Novice Friary 
• Brother Conrad is scheduled for back surgery on 

February 20th 
 
Apostolates: 
 

Nursing Home Ministry: 
The BINGO event at Lynnhurst on January 27th: 
none of the staff knew that we were coming; they 
did not have a key to the room where the BINGO set 
is kept; we made up some games to play and gave 
out a lot of prizes; everyone enjoyed it. 
Monthly visits: Third Wednesday at 6:30pm at The 
Estates at Lynnhurst; Fourth Thursday at 6:30pm 
at Little Sisters of the Poor 
 
Region Events:  
The Spring Gathering will be in Little Falls on 
March 23rd.  Registration forms were distributed. 
 

The Fall Gathering will be hosted by our Fraternity. 
We are in need of a venue for September 14th or 21st. 
 

Spiritual Assistant Class – let Steve know if you are 
interested in this. 
 
Council Elections: Steve announced that the next 
elections are scheduled for our November Fraternity 
meeting. Please consider running for office. 
 
Ongoing Formation:   After the Holy Hour and 
social time, we broke into 3 groups to reflect on the 
Sunday readings and Chapter 9 of The Perfect Joy of 
Saint Francis.  
 
Closing: We shared intercessory prayers; Steve lead 
us in the Prayer of St Francis.  
 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Lenten Day of Reflection 
Facilitated by Brother James 

Sunday, April 7th, 12:00 – 4:00pm 
Queen of Peace Friary 
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Rule Sharing Reflection by Mike Ross: 
 

Franciscan Rule Article 15: 
“Let them individually and collectively be in the 
forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of 
their human lives and their courageous 
initiatives. Especially in the field of public life, 
they should make definite choices in harmony 
with their faith.” 
 

Justice is a word used often in the Bible, often 
paired with righteousness, e.g. 
     Amos 5:24: But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

It is used to describe fairness, and specific examples 
often quote those with no or minimal power – the 
traveler, the orphan, and widows. In Jewish society 
at the time of Christ, people were defined by 
whether they had a male protector, and orphans and 
widows are singled out as being the most vulnerable, 
having identity only through a male. A modern 
equivalent would be those having no official identity 
through being undocumented. 
 

For example, the powerless of Biblical times 
included as the most vulnerable: 
     Deuteronomy 27:19: ‘Cursed be anyone who 
perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and the widow.’ (Those with no-one to 
protect them) 
     Proverbs 31:9: Open your mouth, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
      

In the Gospels, Jesus adds to this an enticement, 
promising that justice has a degree of reciprocity in 
God’s sight: 
     Luke 6:37: “Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.” 
      

The Catholic church is justifiably known as a church 
with a strong social justice emphasis, with what 
recently martyred archbishop Saint Oscar Romero 
called a " special option for the poor" (choosing to 
put the most vulnerable people first).  
 

What does this rule mean for us as Franciscans? 
There are several key phrases in Article 15: 
1) We must be in the in the forefront, leading in 

action; 

2) By the testimony of our lives, doing what we 
can; 

3) With courageous initiatives: leading causes that 
may seem unpopular, and require courage; and 

4) Publically, in harmony with their faith: being an 
example to all, and in harmony with our 
Christian beliefs.  

 

A very simple and powerful rule – we must be 
God’s instrument of letting justice roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream. 
Those words resonate to us in the voice of Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr, in his “Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail” (1963). May they resonate also in 
our own, more humble but also courageous work as 
Secular Franciscans. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
SPRING GATHERING of 

FRANCISCANS 
	

Queen	of	Peace	Region	Secular	Franciscans	present	
Mona	Wolney,	OFS,		

Secretary	of	the	Queen	of	Peace	Region	and	
Professed	member	of	the	Order	since	1982.		

	

SATURDAY,	March	23,	2019		
8:30	–	3:00pm	

Franciscan	Sisters	of	Little	Falls	Convent		
116	8th	Avenue	SE,	Little	Falls,	MN	56345	

	
MAIL	registration	and	payment	(check	made	out	
to	Queen	of	Peace	Region)	to:		
Edith	Foren,	OFS,		526	Fourth	Street	N.		Browns	
Valley	MN	56219	
$25.00	Pre-registration	by	March	9,	2019	(lunch	
included,	if	you	have	a	special	dietary	needs,	
please	identify	it	on	the	registration	form)	
$30.00	Registration	after	March	9,	2019,	and	at	
the	door		
	
Include	your	name,	phone	number,	email	and	
Fraternity	with	your	registration.	
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February Prayer requests: 
 

• in thanksgiving for Br Conrad and Br Dominic Michael participating in the March for 
Life in Washington DC in January 

• for relief of pain and successful back surgery for Br Conrad on February 20 
• for healing for Brother Joseph  
• for healing for Brother Dominic Michael who was hospitalized for infection and gall 

bladder surgery 
• for Brothers James and Seraphim in their priestly studies 
• for Arturo and Guillermo who are discerning FBP vocations 
• for the soul of an aunt of Steve’s wife who died recently 
• in thanksgiving that Norma is well supported by her priest, parish and community. 
• for Mike Gross going through physical therapy 
• for Mike Bartel anticipating rotator cuff surgery 
• for Connie, Janie, Eugene, Janet and Debbie dealing with health problems 
• for all those discerning an OFS vocation and for those in initial formation 
• for healing for all those harmed by the Church; for faithfulness of our priests and religious  
• for our Holy Father Pope Francis 
• for Jeannie’s friend Dave with incurable bone cancer 
• for all victims of sexual abuse and sex trafficking 
• for Jeannie, as her own grief is triggered by the losses of those around her  
• for all those experiencing spiritual darkness 
• in thanksgiving for the conversion of Eugene’s friend’s daughter 
• for healing for all those with cancer 
• for healing and peace for those with mental health and addiction issues 
• for consolation for Debbie regarding her brother’s death 
• for healing of Debbie’s family and for restoration of relationships 
• for the needs of all members unable to attend our meeting 
• for healing for Brenda’s brother Michael who has been in and out of the hospital 
• for the protection of all the unborn 
• for Heidi’s children and for her students 
• in thanksgiving that Jayme Closs escaped the kidnapper and for her full recovery 
• for provision for government workers during the government shutdown 
• for all persecuted Christians in the Middle East 
• for the conversion of souls 
• for all those who have no one to pray for them 
• for blessings and safety for Nini as she travels to the Holy Land this month 
• for the repose of the soul of Andrena’s Aunt Patricia and for the family as they grieve 
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    MARCH 3, 2019 
Eighth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
 

Reading	1 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	S IR 	27 : 	4 -7 	
 

When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; 
so do one's faults when one speaks. 
As the test of what the potter molds is in the 
furnace, 
so in tribulation is the test of the just. 
The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had; 
so too does one's speech disclose the bent of one's 
mind. 
Praise no one before he speaks, 
for it is then that people are tested. 
 

Gospel	 	 	 		 LK	6 : 	39 -45	
 
Jesus told his disciples a parable, 
"Can a blind person guide a blind person? 
Will not both fall into a pit? 
No disciple is superior to the teacher; 
but when fully trained, 
every disciple will be like his teacher. 
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye, 
but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own? 
How can you say to your brother, 
'Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye,' 
when you do not even notice the wooden beam in 
your own eye? 
You hypocrite!  Remove the wooden beam from 
your eye first; 
then you will see clearly 
to remove the splinter in your brother's eye. 
 

"A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, 
nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. 
For every tree is known by its own fruit. 
For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, 
nor do they gather grapes from brambles. 
A good person out of the store of goodness in his 
heart produces good, 
but an evil person out of a store of evil produces 
evil; 
for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks." 

 

 
Study Questions for March 1st meeting:  
The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis, Chapter 10 
“Into the Dark Night” pages 194 – 205 
 
In Chapter 9, St. Francis finally fulfills a longed-for trip to 
reach the Moors (Muslims), traveling on a ship to the 

Crusader’s & Muslim’s battleground in Damietta, Egypt.  
The fighting had dragged on for a year, and was so fierce 
the ground ran with blood.  Francis found the Crusader 
camp to be a mixture of good Christians and riffraff from 
all nations, full of corruption, sin of all kinds, greed, 
hatred, and evil intentions.   Francis, preached 
conversion of hearts and souls back to Christ with love, 
and to fight for justice and liberation of the holy sepulcher 
if they ever hoped to win back the Holy Land of Christ.   
War continued, with many battles, and after heavy 
losses, full of fear, grief, and disaster the Crusaders 
turned to conversion, and prayers.  During an armistice, 
Francis was allowed to go to the Sultan Al-Malik al Kamil 
to preach conversion and peace or become a martyr.  His 
conversion of the Sultan failed, but his life was spared, 
and the Sultan respected St. Francis for his messages of 
peace and Jesus’ love.  He released Francis and gave 
him a seal so St. Francis could visit the Holy Lands freely 
and in safety.  Upon returning to the Crusaders camp, he 
found they had returned even worse to their evil ways 
and corruption, so he fled to the Holy Land for solace and 
peace.  Francis visited all the Holy sites in Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, and Jerusalem and experienced deep spiritual 
visions, joy, and suffering while there.  His eyes and 
physical health suffered greatly, but his heart and soul 
soared in spiritual bliss and he became intoxicated with 
God’s light and love.  
 

In Chapter 10, Francis learns that during his long 
absence, while he was in Damietta, Egypt and the Holy 
Land, his Franciscan Order was in total chaos and 
corruption and it was at risk of collapsing. He leaves Acre 
half blind, unable to walk, and in very poor health, then 
visits Rome and seeks direction.  Francis is asked to 
rewrite the Franciscan rule to get things back on track 
which he is reluctant to do. He seeks respite and solace 
in a hermitage in the forests of Casentino near Mount La 
Verna, where he struggles to write the new rule with the 
help of Brother Caesar. 
 

1.   After St. Francis returned to Acre from his Holy Land 
visit, what was the bad news he received about his 
Franciscan Order, and five of his Brothers?  Pg. 194-196. 
 
2.   What was St. Francis reaction to the bad news in 
question 1? Pg. 194-196. 
 
3.   Why did St. Francis go to Rome after he left Acre, 
who did he meet with, and what was the message he 
was given?  Pg. 197-199. 
 
4.   Why did Francis go to the hermitage of St. Romauld 
in the woods near Casentino, how did it affect him, and 
how did Brother Caesar help him?  Pg.199-202. 
 
5.  What happened when the people saw St. Francis 
pass by on his journey to visit St. Clare for healing?   
How had St. Francis changed on this journey? Pg.203-
205.         
 


